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MVD pauses certain commercial license, permit issuances 
 
SANTA FE — The New Mexico Motor Vehicle Division (MVD) has paused its issuance 
and renewal of commercial driver’s licenses (CDLs) and commercial learner’s permits 
(CLPs) to certain non-domiciled foreign individuals, effective September 29, 2025.  
 
This pause complies with emergency interim final rules issued by the Federal Motor 
Carrier Safety Administration last week.  
 
MVD’s pause in CDL and CPL issuance and renewal affects foreign nationals relying on 
an Employment Authorization card to substantiate their authorization to work in the 
United States.   
 
MVD will continue to issue CDLs and CLPs to foreign nationals who present a foreign 
passport with an approved I-94 Arrival/Departure record. 
 
New Mexico law complies with all federal requirements for the issuance of CDLs and 
CLPs to non-domiciled individuals. Currently, 204 CDLs and CLPs have been issued to 
non-domiciled individuals in New Mexico. 
 
Previously, 2022 legislation introduced on behalf of MVD added requirements for 
issuances of CDLs and CLPs to foreign nationals who demonstrate lawful status in the 
United States. That bill, HB144, also provided that any individual convicted of certain 
human trafficking offenses would be disqualified from carrying a CDL for life. 
 
Individuals who seek a new or renewed non-domiciled CDL or CLP based on an 
Employment Authorization card will not be able to complete their transaction through 
MVD or its partner offices at this time.  
 
Individuals impacted by this pause may contact NMCDL.Helpdesk@tax.nm.gov for 
additional information. 
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###  

 
The Taxation and Revenue Department serves the State of New Mexico by providing fair 
and efficient tax and motor vehicle services. It administers more than 35 tax programs 
and distributes revenue to the State and to local and tribal governments throughout New 
Mexico.  
The Department strives to reduce taxpayer burden through clearer communication, 
statutes, regulations, forms, correspondence and instructions.  
 
Connect with us on LinkedIn, YouTube Tax, YouTube MVD, X @NM_MVD or @NM_Tax_and_Rev, 
Facebook Tax, Facebook MVD, and Instagram @NM_tax_and_Rev or @NM_MVD. 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fin%2Ftaxation-and-revenue-new-mexico-b9b112204%3Futm_source%3Dshare%26utm_campaign%3Dshare_via%26utm_content%3Dprofile%26utm_medium%3Dios_app&data=05%7C02%7Cstephanies.clarke%40tax.nm.gov%7C2ce1d0b251fd43f7ee2c08ddff9ce925%7C04aa6bf4d436426fbfa404b7a70e60ff%7C0%7C0%7C638947771679649729%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C80000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J7yAKgnzBChyUKekLW6ajkZie%2Fh0oXfLcS3PeiHbMaI%3D&reserved=0
https://www.youtube.com/@newmexicotaxationrevenue8012
https://www.youtube.com/@newmexicomotorvehicledivis9819
https://x.com/NM_MVD
https://x.com/NM_Tax_and_Rev
https://www.facebook.com/nmtaxationandrevenue/
https://www.facebook.com/p/New-Mexico-Motor-Vehicle-Division-100068743583781/
https://www.instagram.com/nm_tax_and_rev/
https://www.instagram.com/nm_mvd/

